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training; firefighting vehicles; fire pre-
vention campaigns; fire code enforce-
ment; and arson detection and preven-
tion. I would like to emphasize that
these grants are dedicated to improv-
ing the local response to ‘‘all-hazards,”’
including natural disasters, structural
fires, and acts of terrorism.

I thank my colleagues for their lead-
ership on this issue, and urge the Sen-
ate to support passage of this legisla-
tion this year. As we have witnessed
recently, our Nation’s fire services face
a myriad of threats, and we should
work to ensure that they are ade-
quately trained and equipped to meet
them.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 106—URGING THE GOVERN-
MENT OF UKRAINE TO ENSURE
A DEMOCRATIC, TRANSPARENT,
AND FAIR ELECTION PROCESS
FOR THE PRESIDENTIAL ELEC-
TION ON OCTOBER 31, 2004

Mr. CAMPBELL (for himself, Mr.
DopDp, and Mr. BIDEN) submitted the
following concurrent resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations:

S. CoN. RES. 106

Whereas the establishment of a demo-
cratic, transparent, and fair election process
for the 2004 presidential election in Ukraine
and of a genuinely democratic political sys-
tem are prerequisites for that country’s full
integration into the Western community of
nations as an equal member, including into
organizations such as the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO);

Whereas the Government of Ukraine has
accepted numerous specific commitments
governing the conduct of elections as a par-
ticipating State of the Organization for Se-
curity and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), in-
cluding provisions of the Copenhagen Docu-
ment;

Whereas the election on October 31, 2004, of
Ukraine’s next president will provide an un-
ambiguous test of the extent of the Ukrain-
ian authorities’ commitment to implement
these standards and build a democratic soci-
ety based on free elections and the rule of
law;

Whereas this election takes place against
the backdrop of previous elections that did
not fully meet international standards and
of disturbing trends in the current pre-elec-
tion environment;

Whereas it is the duty of government and
public authorities at all levels to act in a
manner consistent with all laws and regula-
tions governing election procedures and to
ensure free and fair elections throughout the
entire country, including preventing activi-
ties aimed at undermining the free exercise
of political rights;

Whereas a genuinely free and fair election
requires a period of political campaigning
conducted in an environment in which nei-
ther administrative action nor violence, in-
timidation, or detention hinder the parties,
political associations, and the candidates
from presenting their views and qualifica-
tions to the citizenry, including organizing
supporters, conducting public meetings and
events throughout the country, and enjoying
unimpeded access to television, radio, print,
and Internet media on a non-discriminatory
basis;
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Whereas a genuinely free and fair election
requires that citizens be guaranteed the
right and effective opportunity to exercise
their civil and political rights, including the
right to vote and the right to seek and ac-
quire information upon which to make an in-
formed vote, free from intimidation, undue
influence, attempts at vote buying, threats
of political retribution, or other forms of co-
ercion by national or local authorities or
others;

Whereas a genuinely free and fair election
requires government and public authorities
to ensure that candidates and political par-
ties enjoy equal treatment before the law
and that government resources are not em-
ployed to the advantage of individual can-
didates or political parties;

Whereas a genuinely free and fair election
requires the full transparency of laws and
regulations governing elections, multiparty
representation on election commissions, and
unobstructed access by candidates, political
parties, and domestic and international ob-
servers to all election procedures, including
voting and vote-counting in all areas of the
country;

Whereas increasing control and manipula-
tion of the media by national and local offi-
cials and others acting at their behest raise
grave concerns regarding the commitment of
the Ukrainian authorities to free and fair
elections;

Whereas efforts by the national authorities
to limit access to international broad-
casting, including Radio Liberty and the
Voice of America, represent an unacceptable
infringement on the right of the Ukrainian
people to independent information;

Whereas efforts by national and local offi-
cials and others acting at their behest to im-
pose obstacles to free assembly, free speech,
and a free and fair political campaign have
taken place in Donetsk, Sumy, and else-
where in Ukraine without condemnation or
remedial action by the Ukrainian Govern-
ment;

Whereas numerous substantial irregular-
ities have taken place in recent Ukrainian
parliamentary by-elections in the Donetsk
region and in mayoral elections in
Mukacheve, Romny, and Krasniy Luch; and

Whereas the intimidation and violence
during the April 18, 2004, mayoral election in
Mukacheve, Ukraine, represent a deliberate
attack on the democratic process: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) acknowledges and welcomes the strong
relationship formed between the United
States and Ukraine since the restoration of
Ukraine’s independence in 1991;

(2) recognizes that a precondition for the
full integration of Ukraine into the Western
community of nations, including as an equal
member in institutions such as the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), is its
establishment of a genuinely democratic po-
litical system;

(3) expresses its strong and continuing sup-
port for the efforts of the Ukrainian people
to establish a full democracy, the rule of
law, and respect for human rights in
Ukraine;

(4) urges the Government of Ukraine to
guarantee freedom of association and assem-
bly, including the right of candidates, mem-
bers of political parties, and others to freely
assemble, to organize and conduct public
events, and to exercise these and other
rights free from intimidation or harassment
by local or national officials or others acting
at their behest;

(5) urges the Government of Ukraine to
meet its Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE) commitments on
democratic elections and to address issues
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previously identified by the Office of Demo-
cratic Institutions and Human Rights
(ODIHR) of the OSCE in its final reports on
the 2002 parliamentary elections and the 1999
presidential elections, such as illegal inter-
ference by public authorities in the cam-
paign and a high degree of bias in the media;

(6) urges the Ukrainian authorities to en-
sure—

(A) the full transparency of election proce-
dures before, during, and after the 2004 presi-
dential elections;

(B) free access for Ukrainian and inter-
national election observers;

(C) multiparty representation on all elec-
tion commissions;

(D) unimpeded access by all parties and
candidates to print, radio, television, and
Internet media on a non-discriminatory
basis;

(E) freedom of candidates, members of op-
position parties, and independent media or-
ganizations from intimidation or harassment
by government officials at all levels via se-
lective tax audits and other regulatory pro-
cedures, and in the case of media, license
revocations and libel suits, among other
measures;

(F) a transparent process for complaint
and appeals through electoral commissions
and within the court system that provides
timely and effective remedies; and

(G) vigorous prosecution of any individual
or organization responsible for violations of
election laws or regulations, including the
application of appropriate administrative or
criminal penalties;

(7) further calls upon the Government of
Ukraine to guarantee election monitors from
the ODIHR, other participating States of the
OSCE, Ukrainian political parties, can-
didates’ representatives, nongovernmental
organizations, and other private institutions
and organizations, both foreign and domes-
tic, unobstructed access to all aspects of the
election process, including unimpeded access
to public campaign events, candidates, news
media, voting, and post-election tabulation
of results and processing of election chal-
lenges and complaints; and

(8) pledges its enduring support and assist-
ance to the Ukrainian people’s establishment
of a fully free and open democratic system,
their creation of a prosperous free market
economy, their establishment of a secure
independence and freedom from coercion,
and their country’s assumption of its right-
ful place as a full and equal member of the
Western community of democracies.

——————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 3142. Mr. McCAIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 3140 submitted by Mr. FEINGOLD and in-
tended to be proposed to the bill S. 1637, to
amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to
comply with the World Trade Organization
rulings on the FSC/ETI benefit in a manner
that preserves jobs and production activities
in the United States, to reform and simplify
the international taxation rules of the
United States, and for other purposes; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3143. Mr. GRASSLEY proposed an
amendment to the bill S. 1637, supra.

———
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS
SA 3142. Mr. McCAIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3140 submitted by Mr.
FEINGOLD and intended to be proposed
to the bill S. 1637, to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to comply
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